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INTRODUCTION 
 
In 1990, after an extended study of Daniel and Revelation (both available in “The Caldwell Commentary 
Series”), the Lord directed me to begin a study of His life from the gospel accounts.  Having been 
involved in leadership with “Bible Study Fellowship Ministries” for a number of years, I had studied 
both Matthew and John, each individually, but realized that studying one gospel at a time does not 
present “the whole picture” of Christ’s earthly ministry.  I wanted to look at His life from all four gospel 
perspectives at the same time; to “walk with Jesus” step-by-step through His life chronologically (for 
that chronology, Dr. A. T. Robertson’s “Harmony of the Gospels” was used).  Having now taught twice 
through all four gospels simultaneously, chronologically, and exegetically (which took 8 years the first 
time and 13 years the second time through), I can dogmatically say the result of this “Life of Christ” study 
is “exceeding abundant” in extra blessings!  There is so much more insight when you discover “the 
timing” and the setting of the Lord’s words and works in relation to His overall ministry!  With such 
insight, comes a deeper level in truly knowing Him!  This method proved especially beneficial in our 
long study of Christ’s Passion Week and all the various events of Resurrection Sunday.   

In my research to find commentators to assist in this project, I discovered there are very few studies 
of Christ’s life that met my three criteria: indepth, from all four gospels at the same time, and 
chronological.  Twenty-one years later, I learned why!  It was a huge undertaking!  It was also 
challenging to be in the Gospel of John one week, Luke, Mark, or Matthew the next week, and some-
times all four gospels at once (when that happened, we quickly learned the subject was particularly special)!  
Repeatedly, we realized the extra benefits derived by taking time to exegete every verse of every 
chapter of all four gospels – and in the order they took place in real time (as per Dr. Robertson’s 
research, which great scholars like Dr. Dwight Pentecost agree is the best “Harmony” of Christ’s life).  

There was no doubt that, no matter how long it took, we were in God’s perfect will.  It was the Lord 
Himself Who said to His followers, “Learn of Me” (Matthew 11:29)!  What better Subject to study than 
the Son of the Living God!  However, when we finally came to the end of that long, deeply rewarding 
extended study (the second time), there was still a sense of something missing.  As I sought guidance 
about what to teach next, the Spirit led me to pick-up a book on Acts by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
(from our home library).  Morgan’s first sentence states that the Book of Acts completes “the New 
Testament Pentateuch”.  The “lights” went on!  No wonder I felt something was not quite finished; we 
had not completed our look at Christ’s earthly ministry!  Yes, His life in His physical body had ended, 
but He continued to work on earth in His spiritual body.  The Book of Acts records the continued work 
of Christ on earth by His Spirit through His Church following His Ascension.   It is the natural out-flow 
of the gospels.  It is the fifth book of the New Testament Pentateuch.  Thus, this “Life of Christ Study” 
includes the first 8 chapters of the Book of Acts.  [Note: our study-book on Acts 1 to 8 is also available 
separately.] 

“The Caldwell Commentaries” are not only indepth studies used internationally by Bible teachers, 
pastors, and individual students of Scripture, but they are designed for use in Bible study groups 
and/or Sunday School classes.  Each chapter (“Lesson”) is approximately the same length and is 
accompanied by “Homework Questions” – with the “Homework Answers” at the back of each volume. 

I trust this lengthy, chronological study of the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ will bless you 
as richly as it has blessed my life.  If I had another life to live, I would again spend a large portion of it 
studying and teaching every “jot and tittle” divinely provided in the Word of God about the Son of God; 
the One Who reached into the miry pit of this sin-cursed world to save my eternal soul.  To me, the 
greatest single word of Scripture (and it is just one word in the original Greek) is “Tetelestai” – “It is 
finished” (John 19:30)!  Jesus pre-planned, pre-purposed, and pre-figured (through prophecies, 
Christophonies, types, etc.) the redemption He would provide for fallen mankind.  Then, He paid that 
redemption price in full.  There is nothing you or I can do to earn our salvation; we merely accept, in 
faith, His finished work on our behalf and say, “Thank You, Lord Jesus!  Thank You!  All that I am, all 
that I have, and all I ever hope to be is Yours, now and forever!” 

        Katherine Karavas Caldwell 
      Founder and Teacher of the Living World Bible Study Ministries 
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Lesson #1:  "A Life Worth Studying" 
In General:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 

 
I.   Holiness: Our Goal 
      A.  Salvation in Christ [Conversion "in Christ"] 
      B.  Sameness with Christ [Conformity to Christ] 
II.  Historicity Of the God-Man [Confirmation of Christ] 
      A.  Jewish Documentation 
      B.  Roman Documentation 
      C.  Christian Documentation 
III. Harmony of the Gospels [Comparisons of Christ] 
       

* * * * * * * * * *  
To begin this in-depth, chronological study of the greatest life ever lived, we quote from a literary 
piece called “One Solitary Life” by James A. Francis.  It is about the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

"Here is a young man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman.  He grew up 
in another village.  He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty, and then for three years He was 
an itinerant preacher.  He never wrote a book.  He never held office.  He never owned a home.  He 
never had a family.  He never went to college.  He never put His foot inside a big city.  He never 
traveled 200 miles from the place where He was born.  He never did one of the things that usually 
accompany greatness.  He had no credentials but himself. 
 
While He was still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against Him.  His friends ran through 
the mockery of a trial.  He was nailed to the cross between two thieves.  While He was dying, His 
executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth, and that was His coat.  When He 
was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. 
 
Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today He is the central figure of the human race and the 
leader of the column of progress.  I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever 
marched, and all the navies that ever sailed, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that 
ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon this earth as that One Solitary Life."  

 
Mr. Francis is right.  The one solitary life of Jesus Christ has affected mankind more than all people 
put together.  His life is the one life well worth a lifetime of study.  This one solitary life of Jesus of 
Nazareth has had an intense and unparalleled impact, not only upon the world and its history, but 
also upon literally millions of individual lives, and that is the most amazing and miraculous truth in all 
of human history!  That truth alone should make everyone on earth interested in studying His life to 
see if He really is Who He claimed to be!  A close examination of the words and works of Christ, as 
we will do in this "Life of Christ" study, will verify that His life is indeed “A Life Worth Studying,” for 
He is both the Creator and Redeemer of mankind!  His life is the one life that has made eternal life 
available to all lives!  For those who already believe this truth, your faith will be strengthened through 
this study in some remarkable ways, and it will challenge you constantly in your own Christian life. 
 
Why is Christ’s life worth studying?  A primary reason is for our holiness.  The process toward 
personal holiness involves two vital steps:  salvation in Christ (conversion) and what we are calling 
sameness with Christ (or Conformity to Christ). 
 
I.  Holiness: Our Goal 
 
 A.  Salvation in Christ [Conversion "in Christ"] 
 
Apart from spiritual salvation, personal holiness (to be “holy” is to be “set apart” from sin) is impossible.   
All men (speaking generically of all humanity) are sinners (Romans 3:23), and no sinner can be seen by 
God as perfectly and positionally righteous – or “holy”.  We can never attain holiness without first 
being "born again" (John 3:3).  Positional righteousness before a holy God is only possible when a 
man, woman, boy or girl, in faith, believes that Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose from the dead for his 
or her sins (Romans 10:9; Ephesians 2:8, 9).  Acknowledging this supreme truth, a person asks Christ's 
forgiveness, and receives Him as Lord and Saviour.  Then, God views the saved sinner "in Christ" (II 
Corinthians 5:21).  In other words, Christ's perfect holiness and righteousness "covers" the new 
believer, and God can accept him because he has become positionally righteous!  Foremost, then, 
people need to be saved!  Holiness is not obtainable any other way!   
  

Salvation begins with the correct answer to a question the Lord asked of His disciples in 
Matthew 16:15, ". . . Whom say ye that I am?"  He knows that men must first recognize Who 
He is before they can make a decision to follow Him.  Thus, throughout His earthly ministry, He  
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and said things in order to present His credentials as both the Son of man and the Son of God.  
He is the world's one and only Saviour.  "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).   

 
In this Twenty-first Century, Jesus Christ is probably less understood and more forgotten than He has 
ever been.  One little girl was reciting John 3:16 and misquoted it by saying, "For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only forgotten Son . . .".  Sadly, the little girl spoke the truth!  Most people 
know very little about the real Jesus of the Bible.  Generally speaking, they know only what they hear 
through sources other than the Word of God – and most of what they hear is badly misrepresented.  
They do not know the Christ presented in the Word of God.   
 
Even Christians have much to learn from a detailed, step-by-step study of the life of Christ.  Too 
often, our focus is on the Lord’s birth at Christmas and on His death and resurrection at "Easter" (a 
better name is "Resurrection Day"), but, in general, we do not systematically and thoroughly study all 
four of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).  In not doing a comparative analysis of the gospel 
accounts (so that they are harmonized in such a way as to put His life in chronological order), we have 
missed having a realization of God's full introduction of His Son to the world. 
 
The four gospel accounts that begin the New Testament are God's introduction of Jesus Christ to the 
world.  However, none of those accounts is complete in and of itself, and none is intended to be 
presented in precise chronological order.  They are, instead, thematic. They are based on a particular 
theme (see Part III of this lesson).  By looking at the life of Christ chronologically from all four gospels, 
we will be enlightened to a lot of new and deeper realizations as to why the Lord said certain things 
when He said them, and why He did certain things when He did them.  It will make truths He taught 
and illustrated fit together as you have never before seen.     
 
 B.  Sameness with Christ [Conformity to Christ] 
 
After initial salvation (which makes us positionally righteousness before God because He sees us with His 
Son's spotless righteousness), our earthly lives are then spent in a progressive sanctification process 
known as practical righteousness.  By yielding to the Holy Spirit's guidance and direction in being 
obedient to the Scripture, we grow in Christ-likeness.  In other words, we grow spiritually as we 
progressively attain the mind of Christ.  We become more and more like Him in our thoughts, motives, 
attitudes, and behavior.  Thus, the second essential step to holiness is practical righteousness. 
 
II Corinthians 3:18 states, "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord".  The "glass" 
(mirror) of which this beautiful verse speaks is the Word of God.  When we look into the Word of God 
"with open face" -- meaning honestly and openly before God, we see "the glory of the Lord".  We see 
the Lord Jesus.  Then, "by the Spirit of the Lord" (the Holy Spirit), we "are changed into the same 
image [Christ's image] from glory to glory".   
  

The amazing truth the Apostle Paul wrote about in II Corinthians 3:18 is the practical 
righteousness of the believer.  As Christians sincerely (with open hearts) and continually gaze at 
the glory of Christ as He is revealed in Scripture, we are progressively transformed into His 
image!  The Biblical word for this process is "sanctification".  The Lord wants believers to 
reflect Him to the world so that others behold His glory in us and are drawn to Him themselves.  

 
In his commentary on II Corinthians, Dr. Harry Ironside told of the famous story written by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne called “The Great Stone Face”.  It is a story of a young lad who lived in a village situated 
below a great mountain.  Carved on that mountain was the image of a great stone face that looked 
down solemnly on the people of the village below.  There was a legend among the people that some 
day someone was going to come to that little village who would look just like the great stone face.  He 
would do wondrous things for the village, and he would be a source of great blessing for them.   
 
This legend particularly gripped the heart of the young lad.  He would slip away and spend hour upon 
hour standing and gazing at the great stone face, thinking about the one who would one day come to 
the village.  Years passed, however, and that one did not come.  Yet the boy, turned young man, 
continued to meditate on the majesty of the great stone face.  By and by, his youth passed away, and 
middle age came upon him.  Still, he could not put the legend of the great stone face from his mind, 
even though the one who was to come had not appeared.   
 
Then the sunset of life set in.  One day, as the lad-turned-old-man was walking through the village, 
someone relatively new to town looked at him and suddenly shouted, "He has come!  The great stone 
face!   The  one  who  is like the great stone face has come!  Come and see him!"  The individual was  
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pointing to the aged man who had spent a lifetime concentrating on the image of that solemn stone 
face!  He had become just like the one upon whom he had for so long meditated.   
 
For Christians, the point behind the story is that, if we want to become like Christ, we must spend 
time looking at Him and contemplating Him.  We best do that by carefully looking at His life as 
revealed in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  That is exactly what this study is all about! 
 
II.  Historicity of the God-Man [Confirmation of Christ] 
 
Some people might question the validity of a comprehensive study of a man whom they question 
historically.  There are those who, in ignorance, think the Bible is the only supportive document there 
is to verify the historicity of Jesus Christ.  In other words, they think that the Bible is the only historical 
evidence available to demonstrate that there really was such a man in history past named Jesus of 
Nazareth.  However, this is not the case.  There are written documents, other than the Bible (called 
“extra-biblical”) that also support the literal past existence of Jesus Christ.  We will take a quick look at 
some of those documents in this section of our lesson. 
  

It is important to demonstrate the reality of the life of Jesus because Christianity is the only 
religion entirely based on a Person.  All other religions and every cult are based on ideas and 
philosophies invented by men (or women).  When “the originator(s)” dies, it does not remain 
important in future years that he really lived.  It only matters that his (or her) idea or philosophy 
exists and continues.  However, Christianity is based on an Individual, not on an idea.  It 
is, therefore, extremely important to know and be assured of the fact that the Person upon 
Whom it is based really did exist; that He is a true historical figure and not some mythological 
inspiration of overly imaginative minds.  If Jesus did not exist historically, Christianity is a hoax, 
and we certainly cannot have a personal relationship with God through Him!  Consequently, it 
is vital to look into the subject of the valid historicity of the God-Man.  There are three types of 
written documents that support the historicity of Christ.  Some of them are Jewish, some are of 
Roman origin, and some are Christian.  

 
A.  Jewish Documentation 

 
1.  The Talmud 
 
Many non-Jewish people ("Gentiles") do not know the difference between the Torah and the Talmud.  
The Torah is the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible).  It was written by divine inspiration 
through the Prophet Moses.  Thus, the Jewish Torah is a God-inspired book.  The Talmud, on the 
other hand, is not a God-inspired book.  It is a commentary and an interpretation of the Torah that 
took many different rabbis some 2500 years to complete. 
 
Work on the Talmud began during the time of the Jewish captivity in Babylon, approximately 586 B. 
C. It was not completed until the dawn of the Nineteenth Century.  The Talmud consists of 523 books, 
which comprise 22 thick volumes!  
 
It is worthy to note that the Talmud's Jewish, anti-Christian authors wrote the following words:  "On 
the eve of Passover, Jesus of Nazareth was hanged."  Here then is a Jewish document that proves 
there was a Man, Jesus of Nazareth, who was `hanged'.  The Jews referred to crucifixion as hanging, 
for the victim hung on a tree (a cross). 
 
2.  Josephus 
 
Another Jewish documentation that helps to prove the historicity of Christ came from the pen of 
Flavius Josephus, a famous Jewish historian who wrote in the closing days of the First Century.  In 
his writings, Josephus frequently spoke of John the Baptist.  He also spoke of James, referring to him 
as "James, the brother of Jesus".  Josephus wrote, "And there arose after this time Jesus, a wise man, if 
indeed we should call him a man, for he was a doer of marvelous deeds, a teacher of men who receive  the  
truth  with  pleasure.  He led away many Jews and also many of the Greeks.  This man was the Christ.  And 
when Pilate had condemned him to the cross on his impeachment by the chief men among us, those who had 
loved him at first did not cease, for he appeared to them on the third day alive again; the divine prophets, 
having spoken these and thousands of other wonderful things about him, and even now, at the end of the first 
century, the tribe of Christians, so named after him, have not yet died out."   
 
Thus, we have another documentation of the historicity of Jesus Christ written by a Jew (who many 
Bible scholars declare was not a Christian, although we cannot be dogmatic in saying that).  
 

B.  Roman Documentation 
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1.  Pliny 
 
In the year A.D. 111, a Roman named Pliny "the Younger" (there was also a Pliny "the Elder), the 
governor of both Bithynia and Pontus, wrote to Emperor Trajon commending the moral character of 
the Christians who lived in his province.  Pliny wrote:  "They [the Christians] sing a hymn to Christ as to 
God."  This letter is the earliest written record concerning Christians that was written by a pagan.   
 
2.  Tacitus 
 
Publius Cornelius Tacitus was a Roman historian and orator who, by his writings, also documented 
the historicity of Jesus.  Tacitus must have been a very bold man for he accused Nero, the Roman 
Emperor of his day, of purposely setting fire to Rome and then claiming that it was the Christians who 
were responsible for the terrible destruction of the city.  Although Tacitus stated the truth (it was Nero 
who torched the city), it was a dangerous declaration to make.  Nero was an evil and demented man.  
Tacitus' statement certainly put his life in a precarious position.   
 
Tacitus was not a Christian, which is readily obvious by the way he talked about Christianity.  He 
wrote the following ("Christus" is Latin for Christ):  "Christus, the founder of the name for Christians, had 
undergone the death penalty in the reign of Tiberias, and the pernicious superstition was checked for a 
moment, only to break out once more, not only in Judea, the home of the disease, but in the capital itself, 
Rome, where all things horrible and shameful in the world collect and find vogue."   
 
Tacitus called Christianity "a pernicious superstition" and "a disease".  He said it was another 
"horrible and shameful" thing considered “vogue” in Rome.  Yet, this anti-Christian Roman writer, who 
despised Nero and Christians, was helpful in documenting the historicity of Jesus Christ! 
 
3.  Publius Lentulus 
 
Publius Lentulus, a non-Christian governor of Judea, wrote a particularly interesting description of 
Jesus to Tiberias Caesar, Emperor of Rome (the following is only a portion of his  letter):  "There  lives,  at  
this time, in Judea, a man of singular virtue whose name is Jesus Christ, whom the barbarians esteem as a 
prophet, but his followers love and adore him as the offspring of the immortal God.  He calls back the dead 
from the graves and heals all sorts of diseases with a word or a touch . . . He rebukes with majesty, counsels 
with mildness, his whole address, whether in word or deed, being eloquent and grave.  No man has seen him 
laugh, yet his manner is exceedingly pleasant; but he has wept in the presence of men.  He is temperate, 
modest, and wise; a man, for his extraordinary beauty and divine perfections, surpassing the children of men in 
every sense".  This is a remarkable testimony of Christ from an unbeliever! 
 
4.  Seutonius 
 
Seutonius, both a Roman biographer and a secretary for the Emperor Hadrian, accused the "followers 
of Christus" of having caused all the conflict among the Jews in the year A.D. 120.  His comments, like 
those of Pliny, Tacitus, and Lentulus, verify the historicity of Jesus Christ.   
 
Thus, we find that the Bible is not the only written document available to prove the historical reality of 
Christ, although it is the only God-inspired source.   As   we have just demonstrated with merely a few 
examples, there are written documents from both Jewish and Roman unbelievers that give validity to 
the historicity of Christ. 
 

C.  Christian Documentation 
 
Under the third type of documentation to prove the historicity of Christ, which is Christian written 
evidence, there are three categories:  (1) the Church "fathers,” (2) archeology, and (3) the four gospel 
accounts.  The Church "fathers" (or “patriarchs”) included such men of faith as Clement, Polycarp, 
Ignatius, Origen, Tertullian, and Justin Martyr.  These men, and others like them, centered all of their 
writings on Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Archeology, which is the study of past cultures through the 
discovery and investigation of their relics, has repeatedly, over the centuries, verified the historicity of 
Jesus in its numerous and significant discoveries.  The four gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John) form only one part of the total available evidence as to the reality of the literal life of Christ, 
yet they are the primary and most important evidence in existence.  This is because the four human 
authors were God-inspired in every word they wrote.  For this reason, this Life of Christ study will 
center on a study of these four New Testament books. 
 
III.  Harmony of the Gospels [Comparisons of Christ]  
 
None of the four gospels, either together or individually, presents a complete biography of Christ.  
None of them contain all the events of His life, nor are the events they do contain necessarily in 
perfect, chronological order.  Rather, they present four thematic accounts of the life of Christ.  The  
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four writers, each with a different perspective and writing style, selected and arranged their material 
under the divine inspiration of God the Holy Spirit. They maintained a particular theme and emphasis 
on Christ, as we will discuss.  In this way, they present a specific “portrait” of Christ that God wanted 
to “highlight” to a specific reading public (although all four gospels are for the whole world).   
 
An example of this in modern times would be like four authors each writing a book about the life of 
former President George W. Bush.  One author might write about George Bush, the son of a 
president, wanting his readers to understand what it was like to have a politically strong background 
and to live in the public spotlight.  Another author might decide to write about George Bush, the 
former governor of Texas, emphasizing the years of his life spent in that office.  He appeal would be 
more for the Southwestern reading public.  The third author might write about George Bush as a 
father and a husband.  His appeal would be more to a family-oriented reading public.  The last author 
might decide to write about George Bush, the Christian, and how being a Christian affected some of 
his decisions as president.  His readers would consist of still another type of audience.   
 
Each of the four gospel’s human-authors similarly looked at the life of the same Man, the Lord Jesus, 
from a slightly different angle.  Each author stressed an aspect of Christ’s life that had a special 
appeal to a particular group(s) of people (but still also for everyone).  
     

A.  Matthew - Jesus as the Sovereign 
 
Matthew, the first book in the New Testament (and most scholars believe to have been the first of the four 
gospels) was probably penned about A.D. 50, only some 20 years after Christ's death and 
resurrection.  Matthew was a former tax collector named Levi, who left everything to follow Christ 
(Matthew does not mention this; we learn it from Luke 5:27, 28).  Having been a tax collector (or publican), 
Matthew would have been involved in large business transactions.  It is interesting to find that his 
gospel account does, indeed, demonstrate that the human author had an interest in large numbers 
(Matthew 18:24; 28:12) and statistics (1:17).   
 
Matthew's particular portrait of Christ centers on the theme of Jesus as the Sovereign, the Messiah-
King prophesied by the Old Testament prophets.  Matthew began his gospel with the Lord’s 
genealogical record through Abraham, the father of the Jewish people (Matthew 1:1).  One reason for 
this is that Matthew's original and primary readers were Jewish.  The Book of Matthew contains a 
wonderful message for all mankind; a message that proclaims the Messianic hope for the world in the 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, but it focuses on proving that all the prophecies of the Old Testament find their 
fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth.  This is important for the Jewish people!  The phrase, "All this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, saying," occurs 16 times.  There are 
93 Old Testament quotations.  Not surprisingly, the key word in Matthew is the word "fulfilled"! 
 
In addition to tracing Christ's genealogy to Abraham, the “father” of the Jews, Matthew also traced the 
Lord through King David, because he was Israel's model king.  More often than any of the other 3 
gospel writers, Matthew refers to Jesus as the Son of David, the prophesied Messiah-King Who 
would sit on His throne forever (II Samuel 7:12-17).  This thematic emphasis is why David's name 
appears before Abraham's name in Matthew 1:1, even though Abraham preceded David by many 
generations.  Matthew mentioned David first because he presented the portrait of Christ as King.   
  
Matthew's emphasis on the kingship of Christ is evidenced in many ways.  He presents the Magi 
(Wise Men) bringing gifts fit for a king to young Jesus (Matthew 2:11), and tells of the Baptist who 
heralded the King with the proclamation that His Kingdom was "at hand" (3:2).  Satan is seen offering 
Jesus the entire kingdom of this world (4:8), and only in Matthew's record of Palm Sunday are we 
reminded of these words from Zechariah 9:9: "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee . . .".  The Lord Jesus is “painted” in brighter royal 
colors in the first gospel than in the other three.  The Book of Matthew is called "The Royal Gospel" or 
"The Kingdom Gospel".  In it, Christ is called "the King of David" 7 times, the word, "Kingdom," is 
found 50 times, and the term, "Kingdom of Heaven," is found 32 times! 
 
The outstanding feature of the Book of Matthew is its sermons.  Publicans used a type of “shorthand” 
as they took notes regarding business transactions.  The detailed sermons found in Matthew's 
account (i.e. "The Sermon on the Mount," "The Mystery Kingdom Parables' Sermon," "The Olivet Discourse") 
point to a man with fast note-taking skills.   
   
Matthew's writing style is as a teacher.  His account of Christ's life is even known as "The Teaching 
Gospel".  He wanted to teach his people (the Jews) from their own "textbook," the Bible, that Jesus of 
Nazareth was truly their Messiah-King, the Seed of both David and Abraham, and the Fulfiller of all 
Messianic prophecy. Thus, he used many quotes and references from the Old Testament Scripture. 
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B.  Mark - Jesus as the Servant 
 
Mark is the same John Mark (the nephew of Barnabas) of whom we read in many New Testament 
passages (Acts 12:12, 25; 13:13; 15:37-39; II Timothy 4:11).  He wrote his gospel account with the 
Roman reader in mind.  It is obvious that the original recipients of his account were not Jewish, for he 
had to explain Jewish terms and customs.  The Lord is revealed in Mark as the obedient Suffering 
Servant of God, Who gave His life for others in submission to God's will (see Isaiah 52, 53).   
 
There is no genealogy of Christ found in the second gospel.  While the genealogy of a king would be 
very important, the ancestral record of a servant is not.  So, Mark merely began his record of Jesus' 
life with the account of His baptism and His wilderness temptation (both of which Mark covered in only 
five verses), before jumping right into an account of His public ministry.  Mark completely omitted the 
first 30 years of the Lord's life.  His readers, the Romans, were people of action.  The key word in 
Mark occurs over 30 times, and it is the Greek word "euthys," which is interpreted as "straightway,” 
“immediately,” or “forthwith".  Mark’s account is about the fast-moving, action-packed life of Jesus, the 
Servant of God Who was busily, fervently about His Father’s work!   Mark is "The Gospel of Action". 
 
The outstanding feature of Mark's gospel is his record of the Lord's miracles.  Unlike Matthew, there 
is only one sermon in the Book of Mark (chapter 13).  Repeatedly, Mark states that Jesus taught, but 
he does not bother to record what He taught.  This was, as mentioned, because Mark wanted to 
stress the works, more than the word, of Jesus Christ.  Mark's wrote like a preacher, which makes 
good sense when we discover that John Mark was a dear companion of the Apostle Peter.   
 
Only two of the four gospels were written by Apostles.  They were Matthew and John.  Mark and Luke 
were not Apostles.  However, Mark spent a lot of time with Peter, and Luke spent a lot of time with the 
Apostle Paul.  Mark basically recorded Simon Peters' gospel account of Jesus.  Eusebius, an early 
historian, wrote: "Such a light of piety shown into the minds of those who heard Peter that they were not 
satisfied with one hearing nor with the unwritten doctrine that was delivered, but they earnestly sought Mark 
that he would leave in writing for them the doctrine which they had received by preaching from Peter."   
 
Some Bible commentators claim that Peter furnished much of Mark's gospel material; others think 
that Mark took notes of Peter's preaching and used them to write the gospel account.  Either way, the 
Holy Spirit oversaw the entire composition so that it was precisely as God wanted it!  We could say 
that Peter spoke this gospel, Mark wrote this gospel, and the Holy Spirit inspired this gospel. 
 
Knowing Peter, it is not surprising that the gospel account written by Mark is a book of action.  Peter 
was definitely a man of action!  It was Peter who immediately stepped out of the boat onto the water 
when he saw his Master miraculously approaching on the crests of the fierce, stormy waves of the 
Sea of  Galilee  (Matthew. 14:29, 30)!  Impetuous Peter did not always think things through carefully 
before he acted!  It was Peter who pulled out his dagger and sliced off an ear in Gethsemane (John 
18:10) when Judas and his crowd came to arrest the Lord (and he was not aiming for the ear)!  
 
In Mark's account, Jesus laid aside the regal robes of kingship (in which He is presented in Matthew), 
and He girded Himself, instead, with the towel of service.   
 

C.  Luke - Jesus as the Son of Man 
 
Luke is the third of what is referred to as the Synoptic gospel writers (along with Matthew and Mark).  
The word "synoptic" means, "to see together".  While Matthew, Mark and Luke each have distinctive 
themes and different angles, from which they viewed Christ; nevertheless, they "saw together" or 
"viewed" His life in a common way.  In general, the synoptic gospels present the facts of Christ's 
historical life.  John's gospel, however, takes us back to those facts and interprets them for us.  The 
Synoptic gospels stress the humanity of Jesus, whereas John's gospel stresses His Deity. 
 
According to the Book of Acts (also written by Luke), the early Church, for at least the first 10 years of 
her existence, consisted almost entirely of Jewish believers.  Thus, the Spirit saw fit to inspire 
Matthew, a Jewish Apostle, to meet the need for an authoritative record of Christ’s life among the 
Jews.  The second need the Holy Spirit recognized was for a gospel account of Jesus among the 
Romans, because, by the time of the Apostle Paul's First Missionary venture, the gospel message 
had reached deep into the Roman world.  Therefore, Mark, Peter's companion during his latter days, 
penned the second gospel record in order to appeal primarily to the Roman heart.   
 
As Paul progressed on his Second Missionary Journey, he penetrated the Greek world.  There arose 
a need for a Gospel record that would appeal to the hearts of the Greeks, and who could better meet 
such a need that a Greek himself?  The Lord chose Paul's close companion, Luke, a Greek physician 
(Colossians 4:14)  and  only non-Jewish, New Testament author, to write the third gospel of Christ.  His  
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two books, Luke and Acts, comprise about 28% of the New Testament.  Luke remained with Paul 
until the Apostle’s death (Acts 16:10-17; 20:5-21; 27:1-28:16; II Timothy 4:11).     
 
Luke had a great interest in history, so his writing style was that of an historian.   Luke was a kind, 
humble, joyful, gentle man, and this comes out in his writing.  Many refer to Luke's gospel as "The 
Gospel of Individuals," for he clearly shows that he was, like his Lord, interested in individuals.  He 
was interested in Zechariah and Elizabeth, John the Baptist's parents (Luke 1:5-25, 39-45, 67-79), in 
Mary and Martha (10:38-42), and in the woman who anointed Christ's feet at Simon the Pharisee's 
home (7:36f).  He was interested in tax collectors (5:30; also 15:1; 18:9-14; 19:1-10), in prodigals (15:11-
32), and in people of the poor, lower class (2:8ff; see also 2:24; 4:18-6:20; 7:22).   
 
Luke's gospel is also referred to as "The Gospel of Women," for, in a world that gave little place to 
women, Luke (like his Lord) gave women a special position.  He not only showed how God gave honor 
to such women as Elizabeth and Mary and Anna the prophetess, but he included the accounts of 
many other women, as well.  In Luke, we read of the widow of Nain (7:11-18), the woman who 
anointed Christ's feet with her tears (7:36-50), Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Susanna (8:2, 3), Mary 
and Martha (10:38-42), the lady with the 12 year issue of blood (13:11-13), the widow who gave her 
two mites (21:1-4), and “the daughters of Jerusalem” who wept as Christ suffered under the heavy 
burden of the cross He carried to Golgotha (23:27-31).  
 
Luke was a man of prayer, as is evidenced by his writing.  His gospel account refers to the prayers of 
Jesus more than either Matthew or Mark.  Luke included three parables on prayer taught by the Lord 
that are not found in the other accounts.  Luke was a man (like Christ), who identified himself with the 
needs of humanity.  There can be little question as to why the Holy Spirit selected him to write the 
portrait of Christ that emphasizes Jesus as the Son of man, or why the Holy Spirit inspired Luke's 
prominent idea to be that of grace. 
 
The key words in Luke’s gospel are "Son of man" (found 25 times).  The key phrase is Luke 19:10: 
"For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost".  Luke used the words 
"salvation" and "Saviour" far more times than any of the other gospel writers.  He also used the 
phrase "praising God" more than all the New Testament writers put together!  For this reason, Luke is 
often called "The Gospel of Praise" (1:14, 28-33, 44, 46-55, 68-79; 2:13, 14, 20, 29-32; 5:25, 26; 7:16; 
10:21; 13:13; 17:15; 18:43; 24:42).  The emphasized feature is the Lord's parables.   
 
There is a genealogical record of Christ in Luke.  It is important to have the ancestral record of the 
Son of man in order to demonstrate that He is 100 percent man (Matthew's genealogy already 
demonstrated his rightful inheritance of the Messianic throne).  We find that Luke's genealogy of the Lord 
takes us all the way back to Adam, the first man, the father of the human race (see Luke 3:38)!    
     

D.  John - Jesus as the Son of God 
 
The gospel account of John was the last of the gospel records written (sometime between A.D. 85 and 
90).   John presents the portrait of Christ as the Son of God.  Ninety-three percent of the material 
presented in John is original material, meaning that it is not presented by the Synoptic gospels.  This 
makes sense.  By the time John wrote, the other three gospel records of Christ's life had already 
been written.  John did not need to repeat what they had already covered.   
 
There is no genealogy included in John, for he presents Christ as God.  God has no genealogy.  He 
has always existed (John 1:1).  He is the self-existent, Eternal One.  He is the great "I Am!"  The 
name, "I Am" is important to the Jewish people, for it is the name God revealed to Moses at the 
burning bush (Exodus 3:13-15).  John demonstrates that Jesus revealed Himself as "I Am" at least ten 
times in his gospel record.  For this reason, John's gospel has been called "The Gospel of `I Am'". 
 
John's gospel was written for the entire world; not to appeal primarily to Jewish readers, Roman 
readers, or Greek readers.  He wrote to the lost (3:16), to the unbelieving (20:31), to new believers 
(1:50, 51; 15:11; 16:33), to the philosopher (1:1) and to the theologian (1:12-14).  John is for the whole 
world to believe in Jesus Christ.  The key word of John is "believe," and it appears 98 times. 
 
By the time John wrote the last of the four gospel records, all kinds of false teachings were flourishing 
(i.e. those who denied Christ's Deity; those who denied His humanity, and those who looked only for a human 
messiah and an earthly utopia).  So, John, clothed in inerrancy by the Holy Spirit, wrote his gospel and 
then stated the purpose in writing it: "But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:31).  He took 
care to refute every heresy. 
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The emphasized feature of John's gospel is doctrine.  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, John stressed the 
doctrines and the theological teachings of Jesus Christ.  His style of writing is as a theologian, and his 
prominent idea is Christ's glory.  The Book of John has been referred to as "The Gospel of 
Revelation" since John's focus is to show Christ as the very revelation of God Himself.  It is also 
known as "The Gospel of the Word," for John speaks of Christ as the very Word of God.  Jesus 
Christ is everything that God ever wanted to say to man.  In fact, in His Son, God did more than 
speak what He wanted to say to man; He also pictured what He wanted man to see.  The Lord Jesus 
is the expression, the thought, the idea and the picture of all that God wanted to say to the world.  
The Word of God became flesh to reveal God to man (1:14) and to redeem man to God! 
 
Although each gospel presents Christ from a different angle, and although each follows its own 
particular theme, yet each was written to demonstrate His Messiahship.  Each author proves this 
critical truth from different points of view.  Jesus is Messiah in Matthew because He is the Sovereign 
King prophesied in the Old Testament.  He is the Messiah in Mark because He is the obedient 
Servant of God.  Jesus is Messiah in Luke because He is the Son of man of Old Testament 
Scriptures, and in John, Jesus is Messiah because He is the very Son of God!  He is Deity Himself!   
  

The Sovereign, Eternal Son of God is precisely Who Jesus Christ is.  He is Sovereign God 
(Matthew's and John's combined emphasis), and He is Servant Man (Mark's and Luke's combined 
emphasis).  He is 100% divine, and He is 100% human.  It is Christ, and Christ alone, Who 
qualifies to be your Saviour and mine!  His life is definitely worth studying!  

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
HOMEWORK QUESTIONS for the LIFE of CHRIST  

Lesson #1 - "A Life Worth Studying" 
 
1.  What is your personal goal or purpose in desiring to study the life of Christ?  PERSONAL 
 
 
 
 
2.  From God's perspective, what is the only way for true holiness to be possible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Explain, in your own words, the difference between positional and practical righteousness.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What was something new or interesting that you learned in the section of this lesson about "The 

Historicity of the God-Man"?  Was there anything in particular that helped you better understand 
the validity of Christ's life?  PERSONAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Why do you think, after studying this lesson, that God the Holy Spirit inspired 4 different men to 

pen 4 different gospel accounts on the life of Jesus Christ? 
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HOMEWORK QUESTIONS for the LIFE of CHRIST - Lesson #1 (cont.) 
 
6.  TWO PART QUESTION.  FIRST PART - Which two gospel records give genealogies of Jesus? 
 
 
 
     SECOND PART - Why do the other two gospel accounts not include Jesus’ ancestral record?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Explain in your own words Second Corinthians 3:18.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Write on the line the correct gospel book (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John): 
 
 The last gospel written _________________ 

 Portrays Jesus as a Servant ________________  

 Key word is "believe" __________________ 

 This book strongly influenced by Peter ________________ 

 Style of writing is as an historian ________________ 

 Key word is "fulfilled" _________________ 

 A book of action and miracles ________________ 

 Not one of the synoptic gospels _________________ 

 Emphasizes the sermons of Christ _________________ 

 Presents Jesus as the Son of God __________________ 

 Original reading audience was primarily Roman _________________ 

 Key word is "straightaway" ____________________ 

 Emphasizes the parables of Jesus __________________ 

 Book strongly influenced by Paul __________________ 

 Style of writer is as a teacher _____________________ 

 Presents Jesus as the Son of man ___________________ 

 Key idea is grace ___________________ 

 Prominent portrait of Jesus is as Sovereign-King __________________ 

 Writing style is as a theologian ___________________ 

 Original reading audience was primarily Jewish ________________ 

9.  What does John 20:31 say that really summarizes not only the purpose for John's gospel account 
of Christ's life, but also the purpose of all four gospels? 
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